1. I:1: It is written, “And at the time of the offering of the oblation [at 
evening], Elijah the prophet came near and said, ‘O Lord, God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known [this day that thou art God 
in Israel]’” (1 Kings 18:36). And did Elijah make an offering at the 
time at which the high places were forbidden [for that purpose]? Said 
R. Simlai, “It was the word [of God] that told him to do.” ‘And that I 
have done all these things at thy word’” (1 Kings 18:36). “Answer me, 
O Lord, answer me” (1 Kings 18:37): “Answer me” on account of my 
merit.” Answer me” on account of the merit of my disciples. 


XVII. YERusSHALM! Taan 2:9 


[A] For THE SIXTH HE SAYS, “HE WHO ANSWERED JONAH IN THE BELLY OF THE FISH 
WILL ANSWER YOU AND HEAR THE SOUND OF YOUR CRY THIS DAY. BLESSED 
ARE YOU, O LORD, WHO ANSWERS PRAYER IN A TIME OF TROUBLE.” For THE 
SEVENTH HE SAYS, “He wHo ANSWERED Davin AND SOLOMON, HIS SON, IN 
JERUSALEM, WILL ANSWER YOU AND HEAR THE SOUND OF YOUR CRY THIS DAY. 
BLessep ARE you, O LORD, WHO HAS MERCY ON THE LAND.” 


1. 1:1: It is written, “I called to the Lord, out of my distress, and he 
answered me” (Jonah 2:2). 


pA 1:2: Was it not appropriate to list David and Solomon, and only 
afterward, Elijah and Jonah [who came after their time]? 


3. 1:3: For the seventh — Sumkhos says, “... he who humbles the 
proud” [T. Ta. 1:10A-B]. 


4. 1:4: There is no problem as to Solomon [who said a prayer concerning 
Jerusalem], for it is written, “I have built thee an exalted house, a place 
for thee to dwell in forever” ( I Kings 8:13). But why David? Because 
he sought to conduct a census [but, in the end, stayed the plague that 
ensued by entreating in behalf of the land (2 Sam. 24:25)]. Said R. 
Abbahu, “It is written, “Answer me when I call, O God of my right! 
Thou has given me room when I was in distress’ (Ps. 4:1) “Said David 
before the Holy One, blessed be he, “Lord of the ages! Whenever I 
came into a tight spot you broadened it for me. I got into a tight spot 
with Bathsheba, and you gave me Solomon. I got into a tight spot in 
[counting] Israel, and you gave me the holy house.’” 


